
If youarenewto photographyandhavejust pickedup that full-

featurednewñtoyòwhichyouhavealwayswanted,youwill cometo

therealizationthatthenewcameraalsocomeswithanumberofnew

jargons. A digital camerais a sophisticatedpieceof equipment.

Differentfromitsanalogcousins,thereismuchmorethat ispacked

intoit.

Thismayseemdauntingat firstbut takinga little timein thebeginningto get

acquaintedwith thesejargonswouldsaveyoua lot of hassleof havingto flip

throughtheentirecameramanualwhenyouaresupposeto beenjoyingyour

newfoundhobby.

Wehopeto giveyoua little head-startin gettingto knowsomeof thebasic

featureswhichyouwouldcomeacross. Withpractice,youshouldbeableto

recalltheseusefulfeaturesatyourfingertips.
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WHATôSONYOURCAMERA

Mostof thefeaturesofadigitalcameraaresimilarto

theonesona filmcamera. Severalitemswhichyou

shouldbe familiar with are the shutter release

button,anon-boardflash(withareleasebutton),the

viewfinder,the lensand a zoom-in and zoom-out

control. Yourcameramayhaveuniquenamesfor

someof the featuressharedby camerasof other

brands. Letôslook at someof the morecommon

features:

Macro: Thisfeatureletsyourcamerafocuson

items at closerange. How closeyou can focus

dependson yourcameraôslensconstruction. Check

yourcameraôsmanualonhowcloseyouneedto be,

tousethisfeature.

ISO: Thespeedof a film is expressedin an ISO

(InternationalStandardsOrgainsation) number. Ona

digitalcamera,youcanchangetheISOsetting. That

means,thelargerthenumber,thefasterthespeedin

whichyoucameracancapturetheshot. Thisisgood,

but youwill betradingthequalityof yourshotasa

fasterISOsettingalsomeansgrainershots. So,you

shouldconsiderif it isworththetrade-off.
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WB: Youmay find at timesyou needto take

photographsunderdifferentlightings. Hereiswhere

WhiteBalancing(WB)comesin. Tungstenlightingor

yourcommonlightbulbwill giveyouawarmcolour

castandfluorescentlightingcangiveyouagreenish

colourcast. WithWB,youcanneutralizethesecolour

castbyselectingfromthesettingoptions,togiveyou

trueandnaturalcolours. Youcouldsetthisfeatureon

Autoand let you cameraworryaboutthe proper

settings.

ImageQuality: Yourdigitalpicturescanbe

savedin a varietyof formats,eg. JPEG,TIFFor RAW.

Theseformatsdeterminethe qualityof the picture

which your shots are saved in, with RAW

(uncompressed)beingthebest.

TIFFis also anotherhigh quality uncompressed

pictureformat. JPEGis the mostcommonformat

usedasit is actuallya compressedversionof your

shot. Thismeansyou can savemoreshotsin a

memorycardwith thisformat. Picturecompression,

degradesthe qualityof yourpictureslightlybut is

acceptableformostshotswhicharesentforprinting

afterwards. Mostdigitalcameragivesyou several

JPGoptions. A higher JPGcompression(lower

quality)allowsyouto savemoreshotson thesame

memorycard. In the end,the formatyou useis

determinedbywhatyouusetheshotsfor.

ImageSize: Themaximumimagesizeondigital

camerasdependson the numberof pixelson the

CCDorCMOSofyourcamera. Thedefaultsettingon

yourcamerawouldbethelargestimagesize.

Youcanreducethesizeof your

shotsfor differentpurposeor

just to savememoryspaceon

yourmemorycard.
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LCDScreen: Thisis probablythe mostuseful

featureon anydigitalcamera. A colourLCDscreen

allowsyouto reviewyourshotsafteryouhavetaken

yourpicture. Ona non-digitalSLRcamera,youcan

use it as a digital viewfinderto composeyour

subjectsbeforetakingthefinalshot. Thescreenalso

displaysinformationabout your camerasetting.

(Someadvancedcamerashaveanothermonochrome

LCDdisplaywhichdoesthis.)

PlaybackButton: Pressingonthisbuttonlets

youreviewyourshotswhichyoucantogglewith a

Forward/Backwardcontrol. Withplayback,youcan

deleteor zoomin andout of yourshotto checkon

clarity. Thisfeatureis oneof themainreasonswhy

most film camerausershaveconvertedto using

digitalcameras.
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