
So, having fiddled with your new toy, by now you would have taken that photo of your girlfriend or 

boyfriend posing with their hands placed on their hips, your little babyôs smile, a friend huffing and 

puffing to blow out a candle on a cake, you would also have probably asked a bunch of people say 

ñcheeseò many times over to get them to give you a genuine smile on your photo and pulled your 

camera out a couple of times for the occasional fun snapshot of a ñdrinkingò session.  Perhaps now itôs 

earning a well-deserved spot on the shelf among the rest of your decorative items.

Is that all there is to it? 
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Okay,letôslookatyourapproachtophotography. You

mayhaveboughtthat little snapshotdigitalcamera

to takeall thespecialoccasionmentionedabove. Of

courseyoucouldnôtbebotheredto go throughthe

pagesand pagesof manualdescribingthe little

featuresand tweakson your camera. Themost

commonsettingyourcamerawouldbe on is ñFull

Autoò. Kudosto youI say,asI believemostof your

photoswill turnoutfine.

Now,adda little creativeshothereand

there,and it would makeyour photo

album much more interesting,special

andlivelier. It isdefinitelyatreatto hear

ñoohsandaahsòasyourphotoalbumis

beingflippedthrough.

Herearesometipsandideasof howyoucanmake

yourphotographyexperiencemoreinteresting.

Lighting
Lightingisthesingleonereasonfor theexistenceof

photography(actuallyfortheexistenceofeverything

too). Wecouldgoonto describein awholebookon

lightingalone. In the future,wewill haveanentire

article devotedto this subject. For now, just

rememberthat lightingis not justdaylightandthe

littleflashmountedonyourcamera.
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Sometimes,whatmakesfor aninterestingpictureis

the type of lightingyou useon yoursubject. Be

creative,haveyoursubjectholda candleto lightup

herface,sit yoursubjectby the windowwherethe

sunôsraysare comingthrough,haveyour subject

standin frontof thesunorabrightlightsourceand

get a silhouetteshot of her, shootunder bright

sunlightwith their shadowstreakingacrossa flat

surfaceor get yoursubjectto standneara poolof

waterandseehowlightisreflectedoffherface.

Givea little thoughtasto howlight fallsonandoff

your subjectand it shouldgive that little extra

sparkle.

Emotion
Get into the habit of takingñemotionalòpictures.

Manygreatpicturesevokeemotions. Thesepictures

managetoñtouchòtheviewerbeyondjustcolourson

prints. Ofcoursethereis themorecommontypeof

emotions,namely happy, sad, angry, shocked,

surprisedand so on. To capturefacesgenuinely

showingtheseemotionsareasurewayof capturing

aspecialpicture. Tryanddiscoverall theothertype

of emotionsaswell,likeserenity,loneliness,elation,

quirky,excitementandlovejusttonameafew.

Sometimesemotionsdonot onlymeanfocusingon

faces,but ratherthe feelingwhichis resultedfrom

picturesofascenery,memorableitems,orsimplythe

generalambienceofapicture.

Angle
Have you ever asked yourself,ñHowdid the

photographerget that shot?òand you are turning

yourheadleft andright wonderingat whatsortof

anglewasthephotographerin. Manyof ustakethe

all toocommon,ñeye-levelòshot. All of usseefrom

eye-leveland that is what we perceiveasnormal.

Professionalphotographersoftenrealisethe impact

ofauniquelyangledshotoronethatistakenfroma

differentheight. Theyusethis methodto distort

perspectiveand to give the viewer a unique

perceptionofanotherwiseñnormalòscene.
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Theadventof digitalphotographyeasesthe useof

thistechniquein takingapicture. Simplydeletethe

picturesthat you arenot satisfiedwith. Thenext

time youtakea pictureof a building,try shooting

straightup thesidesof thebuilding. Perhapswhen

youshootbeautifulscenery,try goingdownto knee

levelandshootingbetweenthebladesofgrassandif

youarecapturingthatinformalpictureofagroupof

friendsin asmallroom,standuponachairandhave

everyonelookupatthecamera.

Therearealsoexceptionswhena dramaticshotis

composedwith bright contrastingcolours. These

pictureoftenñjumpòoutofpagesofanalbum. Takea

little time to walkaroundyoursubjectto seehow

youcanmixthecoloursin thesurrounding.

Sometimesthe lackof colourssuchasin blackand

whitephotography,sepiatoningormonotonecolour

enhancesthepicturebygivingfocusto shadowsand

shapes. Thisisof coursedoneintentionallyandwith

aclearthoughtabouttheentirecomposition.

Colours
We are surrounded by a harmony of colours.  So 

much so sometimes we take this for granted.   

Photographers have a knack for getting the right 

combination of colours to create a good photo.  Look 

out for different temperature of colours in your shots.  

Colours such as orange, red and yellow, exude 

comfort, warmth, sensual or even active at times.  In 

contrast, colours like blue, green, indigo shows off 

cleanliness, purity and coolness.  Think about how 

you would like to ñcolourò your picture.


