
Gonearethedayswhereyouhurriedlytake

picturesof friends and unintentionally

chopoff theirheadsandonlyrealizingit

afteryouget yourpicturesbackfromthe

lab.

Eitherweallhavebecomebetterphotographersin this

modernday and age or perhapsit is due to the

wondersof digitalphotography,whereall it takesisa

pressof the little magicalñDeleteòbuttonandall your

photographywoescometo an end. In any case,

somewherealongthe way,we realisethat our photo

albumhasbecomethe all too familiarboringsetof

normalñstraightonò,ñflatò,ñuninspiringòimages. Now

think,Composition.
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Compositionis the way in whicha photographer

conveysthe storyandmeaningof the photograph.

It isreallyadiversesubjecttodwellinto,butyoumay

realisethat it will bebroughtup veryfrequentlyin

relationtoothersubjectsofphotography.

Here we briefly explain the basic principle of

composition,whichwillhelptowardsyoucomposing

a pleasingpicture. Afterwhich,hopefullyyouôllbe

usinglessoftheñDeleteòbutton.

TheRuleofThirds

TheñRuleofThirdsòisoneof theverybasicguideline

incomposition. Manyhavepreachedit asahardand

steadfastruleofphotography,andit hasbeenproven

towork.

Visualise2 horizontallines and 2 vertical lines

splittingyourpictureinto9 segments,whenyouare

takingashot. Ifyouaretakingapictureoflandscape,

composeyourpictureso that the horizonfallson

eitheroneofthehorizontallines. Thatmeansthesky

perhapstakingonethird of the top of yourpicture

andtheground,twothirds. Orwhenyouaretakinga

pictureof a personstandingin front of a nice

background,composeyoursubjectsohe or sheis

standingalongoneoftheverticallines.

In the subjectof landscapeabove,this sort of

compositionensuresa pleasingimagewith no two

elements,ietheskyandground,fightingforattention.

Youeithergivefocustoadramaticskyorafeaturefull

foreground. Andin thematterof takingtheshotof a

person,your picturewould not look flat, by just

placingyoursubjectrightin themiddleof thepicture.

It providesyou with a little morediversityto work

with.

A pointto noteis that,mostrulesweremeantto be

broken. Although,perhapsnineout of tentimesyou

get a goodpicturewith this rule,donôtlet that stop

youfromcreatingsomedynamicshotsbycomposing

creatively. Afterall,whatgovernsthepictureisreally

the subject itself, which may be interpretedin

differentcompositions.
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HorizontalorVertical?

Horizontalformat is widely used for

landscapephotographyfor the simple

reasonof getting a panoramicand

sweepingviewoftheentirescenery. It is

somewhatapleasingcompositionwhere

youcanseeeverythingin relationto the

objectnext to it. A verticalformatis

usuallyusedfor strongemphasison a

particularsubject. It is a moredynamic

formatwhereyou wouldusea strong

foregroundimageto leadyoureyeinto

thepicture.

Horizontalor verticalformat may not

reallybe just the way your subjectis

positioned. Justbecauseyouaretakinga

full bodyshotof aperson,doesnôtmean

you have to take a verticalshot. A

horizontalshot couplingyour subject

with an interestingbackgroundmay

work just as well if you positionyour

subjectwell. Ofcourse,in theendif you

are unsure,take both and makeyour

choicefromthefinaloutcome.
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