
Thistime we look at one of the most

usefulfeatureyouhaveonyourcamera,

theflash. Surprisinglywealmostalways

take this featurefor granted,thinking

thatallthereisto it isto switchit onand

off wheneverweneedit ordonôt. Here

aresometipswith youon howyoucan

effectivelyuseyourflash.

Mostofuswouldhavethestandardflash

unit built-in on our(digital)camera. Of

courseif you have moved on to a

prosumer(digital)SLRcamera,thenyou

mayalreadyknowaboutthe different

waysofusinganexternalflash. Thisset-

up givesyou the versatilityof using

bounceflashanda morepowerfulflash

output. Butthismonthweôllfocusonthe

compactdigicam.
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Understanding 

Your Cameraôs Built-in Flash

Wearemostfamiliarwiththeusageof flashat times

when there is not enoughlight to take a good

picture. SetonAuto,yourcamerawouldcompensate

byadjustingshutterspeedandapertureto light up

andgiveyouthebestexposureforyoursubject. It is

alsothemostportablelightingequipmentthatyou

willeverhave.

Onastandardcamera,yourflashunithas4 settings,

namelyñOnò,ñOffò,ñAutoòandñNoRed-Eyeò. ñOnòand

ñOffòisquiteobvious,allowingyoumanualcontrolin

switchingthe flashon andoff. ñAutoòsettinglets

yourcamerachooseto activatetheflashdepending

on lighting conditions. TheñNoRed-Eyeòsetting

preventsred-eyeeffectonyoursubjectcausedbythe

flashilluminatingthebloodvesselsatthebackofthe

eyeand bouncingit backto the lens. Almostall

camerasdo thisby activatingan initial flashwhich

shrinksyoursubjectôspupilsbeforetakingtheactual

shot.
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LetTherebeLight

Okay,on with the tips. Herearea list of thingsyou

woulduseyourflashfor apartfromjust illuminating

thescene.

Light up shadows
Oneof the mostusefultimesto useflashis when

naturallight is at its brightest. Thisis whenharsh

shadowsarecreatedonyoursubject. Becauseof the

amountof light,yourcamerawouldnotautomatically

switchonyourflash;thereforeyouwouldhavetodoit

manually. Theresultingflashwill lightuptheshadow

areason yoursubjectgivingyou a morebalanced

shot.

Put a sparkle in her eyes
Sometimeseven when natural light is enough,

considerusingthe flashto give a sparklein your

subjectôseyes. Thisalsolightsup yoursubjectôsface

resultinginalivelierlook.
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Flashinanightscene
Whenyouaretakingapictureof yoursubjectagainstanight

scenewith thenormalflashsetting,youwouldprobablyend

upwithyoursubjectbrightlyexposedbyyourflashandlittle

elseof the background. Mostnew digicamhaveñNight-

Scene/Modeòsettingon them. Thismeansthe camerauses

flashalongwith a slowshutterspeed. Usethisto illuminate

yoursubjectandat thesametimeenoughlightingfromthe

scenewillbecapturedbyyourcamera.

Improvecontrastandsaturatingcolours
Lowambientlightingresultsin poorlylit lowcontrastimages.

Useyourflashto improvethecontrastlevelof theobjectyou

areshooting. Thisalsobrightensand increasesthe colour

saturationof yourpicture. Youwill haveto triggeryourflash

manuallytodothis.

Freezethemoment
Usingyourflashis alsoa greatwayto freezemotion. What

happenswhenyouarefacedwith lowlightingconditionand

youhavea movingobjectto capture?Useyourflashfor a

burstof light to freezeyoursubject. Yourshotis then less

likelyto resultin blurring. Youcouldeventry usingñNight-

Scene/Modeòandpanning(usingyourcameraôsviewfinderto

trackyoursubject)to createniceeffect. Thisallowsyouto

capture your subject sharp against a motion-blurred

background.
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WhenNottoUseYourFlash

Okay,in gettingto knowwhento useyour

flash,youshouldalsoknowwhennottouseit.

Whenyoursubjectisoutofrange

Mostbuilt-in flashhaveaneffectiverangeof

approximatelyup to 10ft or 3m. If your

subjectisstandingbeyondthisrange,either

movecloserto yoursubjector switchoff

yourflashandusea slowershutterspeed

setting. Onyourdigicamyoucanalsousea

higherISOsettingto captureyoursubjectat

ahighershutterspeed.

Whenyou are takinga pleasant

andusuallywarmambience

If youwantto effectivelytakethepleasant

natureofascenethatislit bywarmlighting

suchascandlelight,donôtuseflashif it is

possible. However,makesureyou have

enough ambient lighting to prevent

underexposureor blurring due to

movements. Atripodisbestusedhere.

When you are shooting a 

reflective surface

Shootingwith the flashon anddirectlyin

frontof a reflectiveobjectis a surewayof

ruiningyourpicture. Thisincludesshooting

throughawindoworbetweenmetalbarsor

fencing. Thereflectionfromyourflashwill

bounceoff theshinysurfaceandrightback

to thelensresultinginablurredhighlight. If

youhavenootherchoice,tryshootingfrom

anangletoavoidreflections.

Noflashphotographyallowed

Someplaceslike museums,art gallery,or

specialty zoos do not allow flash

photography. Hereusinga slowershutter

speedcoupledwith a tripod or simply

switchyourcameratoahigherISOsetting.
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