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Flash It!

Thistime we look at one of the most
usefufeatureyouhaveon yourcamera,
theflash Surprisinghwealmostalways
take this featurefor grantedthinking
thatallthereisto it isto switcht onand
off whenevewe needit ord o nHete
aresometipswith youon howyoucan
effectiveluseyourflash

Mostofuswouldhavehestandardlash
unit builtin on our (digital)camera Of
courseif you have movedon to a

prosume(digital)SLR-amerahenyou
may alreadyknow aboutthe different
wayfusinganexternallash Thisset

up givesyou the versatilityof using
bouncdlashanda morepowerfuflash
output Butthismonthw e fodudonthe
compaatliigicam
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Wearemostfamiliawiththeusagefflashattimes
whenthereis not enoughlight to take a good
picture Seton Autoyourcameravouldcompensate
by adjustingshutterspeedandapertureo lightup
andgiveyouthebestexposuréoryoursubjectitis
alsothe mostportabldightingequipmenthatyou
willevethave

Onastandard@¢amerajourflashunithas4 settings,
namelyi Of O fi A @wands ANRecE y. & @ and
A O fsdquiteobviousllowingsfoumanuatontroin

switchinghe flashon andoff. i A u dettinglets

yourcamer&hooseo activatehe flashdepending
on lighting conditions Thefi NRedE y setting
preventsedeyeeffecbnyoursubjectausetlythe

flashlluminatinghebloodvesselatthebackofthe

eyeand bouncingt backto the lens Almostall

cameraslo this by activatingan initial flashwhich
shrinkyours u b jpepdsbefosgtakingtheactual
shot
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Flash It!

LefTherdeLight

Okaypn with thetips Herearea list of thingsyou
woulduseyourflashfor apartfromjustilluminating
thescene

Oneof the mostusefultimesto useflashis when
naturallight is at its brightest Thisis whenharsh
shadowarecreatesn yoursubject Becausef the
amounbflight,yourcameravouldnotautomatically
switchonyourflashthereforgouwouldhaveo doit
manuallyTheresultinglashwill lightuptheshadow
areason your subjectgivingyou a morebalanced
shot

Put a sparkle in her ¢
Sometimeseven when natural light is enough 2

considewusingthe flashto give a sparklein your
S u b jeges Thidadsolightsupyours u b jface t 6
resultingn aliveliedook

Lightup shado
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Flasimnanightscene

Wheryouaretakinga pictureof yoursubjectigainst night
scenavith the normaflashsettingyouwouldprobablyend

up with yoursubjecbrightlyexposetyy yourflashandlittle
elseof the background Mostnew digicamhaveit Ni-g h
S ¢ e n e kaWingdnghem Thismeanghe cameraises
flashalongwith a slowshutterspeed Usethisto illuminate
yoursubjectindat the samdimeenougHightingfromthe
scenavillbecapturedbyyourcamera

Improveontrasandsaturatingolours
Lowambientightingresultsn poorlylit lowcontrasimages
Useyourflashto improvehe contrastevelof the objectyou
areshooting Thisalsobrightensandincreasethe colour
saturatiof yourpicture Youwill haveto triggeryourflash
manuallyo dothis

Freezthemoment
Usingyourflashis alsoa greatwayto freezeanotion What
happensvhenyouarefacedwith lowlightingconditiorand
you havea movingobjectto capture?Useyourflashfor a
burstof light to freezeyoursubject Yourshotis thenless
likelyto resultin blurring Youcouldeventry usingii N i- g h
S ¢ e n e andpamhimdusing/ourc a m evievaiddeto
trackyoursubject}o createniceeffect Thisallowsyouto
capture your subject sharp againsta motionblurred
background
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WhemNotto Usé&¥ouFlash \‘ When you are shooting a
reflective surface

Okayin gettingto knowwhento useyour
flashyoushouldis&knovwhemottousaet.

\‘ Whelryoursubjecdisoutofrange

Mostouiltinflashhaveaneffectiveangeof
approximatelyp to 10t or 3m. If your
subjecisstandindpeyondhisrangeeither
movecloserto your subjector switchoff
yourflashandusea slowershutterspeed
setting Onyourdigicanyoucanalsousea

highedSGsettingto capturg/oursubjecat
ahigheshuttespeed \‘ Noflastphotographgilowed

Someplacedike museumsart galleryor
specialty zoos do not allow flash
photographyHereusinga slowershutter
speedcoupledwith a tripod or simply

If youwantto effectivelyakethe pleasant switchyourcamer#o ahighel SGetting
natureofascenehatislit bywarmlighting

suchascandldight,d o rugetlashif it is
possible Howevermake sure you have
enough ambient lighting to prevent
underexposureor blurring due to
movementdAtripodisbestusechere

Shootingvith the flashon anddirectlyin
frontof a reflectiveobjectis a surewayof
ruiningyourpicture Thigncludeshooting
throughawindoworbetweemetabarsor
fencing Thereflectiorfromyourflashwill
bounceoffthe shinysurfacandrightback
tothelensresultingn ablurrechighlight If
youhavenootherchoicetry shootingrom
ananglgo avoidreflections

\‘ Whenyou aretakinga pleasan
andusuallyarmambience
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