
Wearesousedto seeingthingsin our normalfieldof

visionthatwepassby thingswhichwetakeforgranted.

Well,ever thoughtaboutñstoppingand smellingthe

flowersò?Whileyouareat it, takesomereallycoolmacro

orclose-upshots?

Compactdigitalcamerasbenefitfromthe factthat they

havereallyclosefocusingrange. Onsomecamerasyou

canfocusdownto 1cm from the subject. Thatôswhy

almostallnewcamerascomewithañmacroòmode.

Some of you may have had the 

childhood fascination of looking 

through a magnifying glass and 

discovering this strange world 

of the small and tiny.
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WHATMAKESITSOINTERESTING?

Firstly,it isactuallyinterestingto lookat something

at a differentangleandclose-up. It showsa world

that is unknownto usin revealingminutepatterns,

shapes,colours,texturesandstructures.

Secondly,by going close-up, you are actually

eliminating distractionsby other objects and

creatinganimagepurelyof thesubject. Thiscreates

apowerfulexpressionandabold,beautifulimageof

theobject.

If yougetyourpictureprinted(maybeevenupto 8R

or 10R sizes)yourviewerwouldbe ableto enjoy

looking at the subjectof your picture from a

comfortabledistanceratherthanpeeringthrougha

magnifyingglass.

WhenI amnotawayonaphotographicexpedition,I

get to dosmallclose-up photographyprojectsright

at homewith the thingsavailablearoundme. This

addsvarietyto thetypesofshotsI take.
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GetDownOnYourKnees

Yes,gettingdownonyourkneesisagoodwaytostart.

Sometimesgreatclose-upopportunitiesarejustright

nextto yourfeet. Someexamplesto beginwith are

seashellson a beach,bladesof grass,wildflowers,an

insectperchedon a plant,colourfulpebbles,water

dropletsandthelistgoeson.

Sparea little timefromlookingat theentirescenery

to lookat the smallthingswhichformpartsof the

wholesurrounding. Havingthesetypesof shotsgives

asetofpicturesmorevariety.

LookforUniqueShapesandColours

MotherNaturehasa knackfor creatingsomereally

interestingshapesout of plants,insectsandnatural

formations. Lookout for whatcatchesyoureye. If

needbe,carrya magnifyingglasswith youon your

hunt.

Considerthe colourcontrastbetweenyour subject

andthebackground. Astrongcontrastbetweenyour

subjectanda cleanbackgroundmakesyoursubject

standoutmore.

TIPS FOR SOME COOL CLOSE-UPS
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GetCreativewithStuffsaroundYou

Lookaroundyouright at thismoment. Everything

aroundyou can be shot close-up. You are only

limitedbyhowcreativeyoucanbe. Tryclose-upofa

pieceof fabric,cornersof a stamp,textureson a

woodsurface,weavingon a basket,a digitalcircuit

boardandlotsmoreendlesspossibilities.

TakeYourTime

Donôtrushin takingaclose-upshot. Sometimes,you

mayjustmisstheobviousandtheopportunitytoget

agoodshot. Forexample,youneedto takeyourtime

whentakingshotsof insectsassuddenmovements

will scareyoursubject. A goodtip is to watchthat

yourshadowdonotsurprisetheinsect.

UseaTripod

Gettingclose-up meanshigh magnificationwhich

also meansany movementor camerashakeis

magnified. If youdo not haveadequatelightingto

preventthistry settingyourcameraona higherISO

settingoruseatripod.
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RemembertoCompose!

Eventhoughyouareshootingclose-up sometimeswith virtuallyminimalbackground,

youneedto remembertocomposeyourshotsproperly. Mostofthetime,youwouldhave

yoursubjectplacedright in the middleof the frame. But,takeinto considerationthe

shapesandlinesonyoursubjectandhowit wouldlookinvariouscompositions. Eventhe

RulesofThirdscanapplyeffectivelyhere.

Donôtuseyourflash

Forextremeclose-upsacameraôsbuilt-in flashisvirtuallyuseless.Theveryshortdistance

betweenthecameraandsubjectmeansthatyoursubjectismostlikelytobeoverexposed

by the flash. ProfessionalSLRcamerashavespecialmacrolightingusedto illuminate

close-upsubjects. Makesureyouhaveenoughlightingor youmayhaveto givea little

moredistancebetweenyourcameraandthesubjecttogetagoodexposure.
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